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Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Education
The National Association of Health & Science Education Partnerships (NAHSEP; www.nahsep.org) promotes public understanding of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) and health education through the support of partnerships among K-12 schools, universities, medical schools, science centers and museums, and other organizations. As a resource and advocate for these partnerships, we would like to expand awareness of and support for the Science Education Partnership Award (SEPA), a competitive grants program supported by the National Institutes of Health National Center for Research Resources (NIH NCRR). SEPA is unique in its sponsorship of grassroots partnerships among scientists, clinicians, educators, and community groups to share their knowledge, expertise, and enthusiasm about STEM and health with K-12 students and the public.
SEPA funds projects that equip individuals with the understanding of STEM principles and problem solving skills necessary for the U.S. to remain an economic leader. These projects also help individuals develop an understanding of human health, preparing them to make informed decisions that help ensure good health for themselves, their families, and their communities. In 2007 alone, these projects:

· Enhanced learning for almost 150,000 children across the country by providing classroom-tested lessons and activities across disciplines, from neuroscience to environmental health to obesity prevention, all of which are freely available on the Web at: www.ncrrsepa.org.

· Provided high quality STEM and health-related professional development for more than 4,000 teachers, who each enhance learning for 20 to 150 children annually;

· Made cutting-edge, relevant STEM and health information available to more than 1.1 million museum-goers in 15 states; and

· Engaged more than 500 scientists and clinicians and an additional 1,000 science and healthcare trainees, including undergraduates, graduate and professional students, and post-doctoral fellows, in communicating with K-12 students, their teachers, and the public.
Rigorous evaluation is an integral component of all SEPA funded projects. Evaluation and research conducted as part of these projects is yielding insights into the hallmarks of effective STEM teaching and learning and is producing a wealth of educational resources and teaching methods useful across the country. Because the SEPA annual budget has stayed at $16 million for several years, many worthy projects have not been supported. this is only 1.5% of the NCRR budget and 0.05% of the total NIH budget! 
NCRR SEPA is benefiting your own constituents. For example, [NAHSEP members include few sentences describing their program: e.g., number of people reached in the legislator’s district / state, what the program helps people learn, how the program helps prepare an educated workforce and informed citizenry, any awards, funding, etc.]
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Projects supported by Science Education Partnership Awards (SEPA) of the National Institutes of Health National Center for Research Resources reach health and science learners in EVERY state in the country! Students, teachers, museum-goers, and other learners have direct access to curriculum and programs through SEPA-funded projects in their home states, but also through national dissemination efforts of these projects.  





- Contact with up to five SEPA projects


- Contact with six to nine SEPA projects


- Contact with ten or more SEPA projects





Geographic Distribution of STEM & Health Education Projects Supported by SEPA
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